Right–Handed and Left–Handed Power

Discussion questions on the first chapter of 
Robert Capon’s The Parables of the Kingdom

Foot-Wetting Questions

1. What does Capon say scripture is about? (See pg. 15, par. 2.) Do you agree? 
2. Capon says that “Since Noah, God has evidently had almost no interest in using direct power to fix up the world.” What does he mean by “direct power?” 
3. Read Matt 5:38-48 
. How does Jesus feel about Left-Handed Power (LHP)? Give some examples from Jesus’ ministry of LHP. How about Right-Handed Power (RHP)? Can you give any examples from your own life of LHP?
4. Why, according to Capon, is God using left-handed power instead of right-handed power to bring about the kingdom of God? (See pg. 18, par. 2, line 1.) What according to Capon is the use of LHP? (See pg. 20, 1st partial par., last line.)  
5. On pg. 20, Capon says, “Left-handed power… is precisely paradoxical power: power that looks for all the world like weakness, intervention that seems indistinguishable from nonintervention.” How is LHP different from inaction? (Consider the parental example of pg. 19.) 
Discussion Questions

6. How does Phil 2:1-11 portray a use by God of LHP? 
7. Capon says, “Jesus, as the Word made flesh, is both God and man and he possesses both of those natures ‘without fusion, without change, without division, and without separation’… you must be careful not to scramble the two natures when you are speaking of how each one operates in its own proper sphere.” How is this supported by Phil 2:1-11?

8. Capon asks the question, “If God wants to turn this messed-up world into a city or a kingdom, why doesn’t he just knock some heads together, put all the baddies under a large, flat rock, and get on with the job?” Read Mt 13:24-30. Does this support or contradict Capon’s assertion that God uses LHP because he wants to develop and preserve loving relationships with his creatures? 
9. In paragraph 1 of pg. 19 Capon uses the example of parenting while trying to maintain a loving relationship, suggesting that this can only be done using LHP.  Following this parallel, is Capon saying that God uses LHP because RHP would not, for psychological reasons, be as effective in bringing people into his kingdom? (See the first line of pg. 18, par. 2, and the last line of the first partial par. Of pg. 20.)
10. Continuing with this parallel, part of God’s plan for bringing about the kingdom of God is the sanctification of his people. Again, is LHP needed here for psychological reasons? Isn’t sanctification accomplished by a work of the Holy Spirit? 
11. Capon seems to say that LHP, culminating in the crucifixion, was used by God to bring about his kingdom while trying to develop relationships with his creatures. If so, was the crucifixion even necessary?

12. Is it fair to say that Jesus’ first and second comings employ primarily LHP and RHP, respectively? Is Jesus done with LHP?

13. In the context of RHP and LHP, explain Jesus’ statement in Matt 11:12, “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.” (What about Matt 5:5?)
14. Read Phil 1:4-6. Does sanctification continue in heaven? Imagine being told in high-school shop class that you should work on your spice rack for two weeks, at the end of which Mr. Hortness will come in and finish all the spice racks himself. Wouldn’t God be doing the same sort of thing by quickly finishing our sanctification for us on the day of Christ?
15. Which of the following forms of parental discipline are RHP and which are LHP? 
a. Spanking
b. Urging the child to make good choices
c. Grounding 
d. Rewarding obedience

e. Setting a good example
Capon says always using RHP as a parent may not be wise. Do you agree?

16. Dennis McCallum, in his essay The Mystery Hidden for Aeons Past 
, says 
Any careful reader of Old Testament messianic prophecy quickly becomes aware of the two portraits of Messiah found there. On the one hand, we have the picture of the reigning Messiah, who banishes his enemies and lives forever. On the other hand, we have the portrait of the suffering servant. This one ‘has no stately form or majesty,’ lives in obscurity, is rejected by the people, and dies badly. But his death is redemptive like a guilt offering, and he is raised from the dead to lead many to God and to glory. 

Noting the veil of obscurity with which scripture surrounds the manner of the first coming (recall that no one of Jesus’ day expected a suffering servant Messiah—not the Pharisees and not even his disciples), McCallum (following 1 Cor 2:6,8) asks “Could it be that Satan, the great adversary, didn’t know that Jesus actually wanted to die?” He continues,  “If so, it would perfectly explain why he helped orchestrate his death.” McCallum, then, suggests that Jesus’ LHP served to avoid Satan’s opposition to—and even enlisted his aid in—Jesus’ atoning death. Who is right, McCallum or Capon?
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� See also Mt 6:31-33 (seek ye first), 7:12 (the golden rule), Mk 9:33-37 (the greatest is the servant of all), Lk 14:7-14 (take the humlest seat at gatherings).
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