I Thessalonians, part 2, continued



turn, serve, wait (1:9-10)
1. What is Paul’s goal for the Thessalonians, as suggested by his advice for them? What are his own goals? How much of this goal-orientation is a product of Paul’s personality or the context of a young church starting under adversity? How much is trans-culturally normative?
2. The theology of the cross and the atonement historically has had two central themes: the expiating effect of Christ’s suffering, and the victory of Christ over sin and death. Which, if either of these, do you find in this letter?

3. This is believed to be the earliest document in the NT, written before any of the gospel accounts were recorded. Do you see anything distinctive which points towards its early writing, or sets it apart from other NT literature?

4. Paul advocates a sober, quiet lifestyle. Some of the best examples of this are the Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witnesses—often more so than their evangelical neighbors. These groups are both known, however, for their deep legalism. How does one follow Paul’s advice without falling into this trap?
5. After 2,000 years, Jesus’ parousia may not seem imminent. However, our coming to Jesus could happen at any time—tomorrow or fifty years from now. How does this affect your reading of this letter? 
6. Expectation of the second coming is a central theme in this letter. How central is it in your relationship with God? 

7. In 4:3, at the start of his paraenesis, Paul says it’s God’s will that they “be sanctified.” What role does  their behavior play in their sanctification, in this letter? What’s the goal of sanctification here? 

8. The Law gave Israel a holiness which set them apart from the Gentiles; Paul’s instructions for holy living (4:2) do the same thing, separating them from the Gentiles (4:5) to God (4:7+). However, in the central prophetic passage announcing the new covenant Jeremiah says that those in the covenant will no long have need to teach one another as Paul does here (see Jer 31:33ish)! How, then, do Paul’s lists of advice fit in with the vision of the new covenant? 
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