The Gospel of John
I. Evidence of this gospel reaches almost back to the 1st century

II. Who wrote it? (Quite possibly the Apostle John! …or one of his crowd?)
A) External evidence 
1) Support from Irenaeus who lived at the end of the 2nd cent. and personally knew Polycarp (b. 70, martyred 156), bishop of Smyrna and pupil of John. Polycarp claimed the apostle John, the son of Zebedee (JsZ), wrote the gospel of John.
2) Argument against JsZ: Papias and the “two John”  theory 
3) But: Eusebius’ agenda
B) Internal authorship evidence: Who was the Beloved Disciple (BD)?
III. When was it written? (dates probably ~85-100)
A) Arguments for late writing: No mention of sadducees, well-developed theology and christology, tension with Jews

B) Arguments for early writing: If JsZ were the author of GJn or especially if he were the author of 1 Jn; P52 (quote from 1 Jn found in Egypt in 130), high christology, shmigh shmishmology
 

IV. Where was it written? (Probably Ephesus)

V. What makes it unique?
A) Style and content differences from the synoptics
B) High Christology: agency, or “saliah”
C) Ecclesiology: To retain eternal life, abide in Jesus
D) Eschatology: Jn has a realized eschatology
E) Pneumatology:  the Paraclete (a term unique to Jn)
VI. What sources or traditions contributed to it (source criticism)?
A) Sources/influences/interwoven traditions postulated for Jn 
B) Carson’s hypothesis: a Palestinian Jew, who was an eyewitness, and apostle, and specifically the apostle Jn

C) Brown’s hypothesis: Based on Acts 6-8
VII. For further reading
A) D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John (Eerdman’s, Grand Rapids) 1991

B) Joel Green, Scott McKnight Eds., Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (IVP, Downer’s Grove) 1992

C) Raymond Brown, The Community of the Beloved Disciple (Paulist, New York) 1978
D) Raymond Brown, The Churches the Apostles Left Behind (Paulist, New York) 1984

Discussion Questions 

1. What features of John have struck you in the past as unique? Are there any passages in particular in John which resonate with you? (Say, any favorite stories found only there?)

2. John obviously carefully selected the material he shares in his Gospel (Jn 21:25, “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written”). What, if anything can you infer from the context in which John wrote—i.e., why did he include what he included, and emphasize what he emphasized? (For example, why did John choose to begin his gospel with a philosophical reflection rather than an infancy narrative?)
3. Concerning Jn’s view of the Body of Christ—his ecclesiology—Brown writes (Churches, 94), “The first and greatest strength [of Jn’s message] comes from the fact that an individual relationship to Jesus on the part of church members is a necessary component of a sound ecclesiology.” Brown summarizes the view of the Body by various NT authors as:

The Pastorals: Members of a church should have the sense that they are receiving careful pastoral supervision and trustworthy Christian doctrine.

Acts: In moments of crisis, members of a church should have a sense of continuity with a past history in which crises have been survived through the intervention of the Spirit, and with a future history which (even if unknown) lies within God’s plan for the evangelization of the world.

I Peter: Members should have a sense of their dignity that accrues from belonging to the church and of their identity as the people of God.

Colossians/Ephesians: Members should have a sense that the church is more than its human components because it is the body of Christ sharing in his holiness.

John: Disciples of Jesus need to abide in him to bear fruit and retain eternal life; and when facing trouble, they each have the Comforter to guide them.

What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of John’s view of the Church? 
4. Read Jn 1:1-18 and Gen 1:1-2:3. What themes appear in both accounts? Why do you think the author may have wanted to make this comparison?

5. See the accompanying quotes from the gospels of Matthew and John regarding the Son of Man. What does the Son of Man do in each? What does he have done to him? Compare and contrast these in content and style.
Representative Son of Man Passages from Matthew and John
Matthew

Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." (8:20)

But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." (9:6)

When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. (10:23)

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions." (11:29)

For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." (12:8)

Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. (12:32)

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" (16:13—Peter replies he’s the Messiah)

For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. (16:27)

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead." (17:9)

Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (19:28)

"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (20:18)

So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. (24:44)

John

He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." (1:51)

No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. (3:13)

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up (3:14)

And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. (5:27)

Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." (6:27)

Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. (6:53)

What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! (6:62)

So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. (8:28)

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"

Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. (12:23)

The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?" (12:34)

[Jesus Predicts Peter's Denial] When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. (13:31)

� The high christology of Jn is similar to that of Rom 9:5, written in the 50s, and Phil 2:5+, written in the early 60s.





