Application Narrative –Rochester GAANN in Physics/Cross-Disciplinary Physics                   A. Objectives: Meeting the Purposes of the GAANN Program: In 1990 the nation’s governors, working together with the federal government, established an ambitious set of National Educational Goals, which included making the United States “first in the world in science and mathematics” by the year 2000.  Achieving these goals, on any time scale, will require concerted and sustained action at all levels of science education from preschool onward.  At the graduate level, these efforts must include sustaining and enhancing the capacity of the nation’s leading research universities to prepare outstanding students to become teachers and researchers in scientific areas of national need.  This is the principal goal of our program. 
In 1988 the University of Rochester submitted a successful proposal to establish a specially focused program to support graduate students in physics, an area of national need identified by the U.S. Department of Education (DOEd) in its Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) Program.  As implemented by the Department of Physics and Astronomy, this program has the following objectives, relevant to achieving its central goals (Table A1 below):

	· Increasing the number of graduate students who enroll in the Department who are U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents; 

	· Enlarging the representation of women and members of historically underrepresented minority groups within the department’s graduate student population;

	· Improving the overall quality of the Department’s graduate student population by offering special three-year, University-guaranteed fellowships to outstanding applicants meeting the GAANN eligibility requirements, so that no individual in this critically important group is deterred from pursuing graduate education in physics because of financial need; 

	· Supporting ongoing efforts in the Department to: (1) institutionalize programs of supervised teaching and research to enhance the capacity for teaching and research at the national level; (2) institute policies and programs to seek out and retain talented women and minorities; (3) support students who demonstrate financial need; and (4) institute effective tracking and evaluation plans to monitor student progress.


Presently in the 15th year of this program, the Department is pleased with the measurable progress that has been made in each of these areas (see Section E), and therefore seeks an additional three years of support from the U. S. Department of Education.  This support will be used to continue to improve the Department’s ongoing efforts to sustain and enhance its capacity to teach and do research in the designated national need area of physics.













Rochester GAANN Narrative PART A - 
 PAGE 
1


