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Black Body radiation

P Black body: an object that absorbs all light (no reflection)
P At temperature T, it's a perfect radiator

P Think of a hole in an oven: the spectrum of the hole's
radiation will be continuous and will not depend on the
material of the cavity

P The spectrum only depends on the Temperature
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@ The study of this spectrum led in 1900 to quantum physics

@ Max Planck explained it by stating that the energy coming out of
the hole was quantized (integer multiples of a quantity)

http://www.mhhe.com/physsci/fastronomy/applets/Blackbody/frame.html
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