Workshop Task Force Meeting - Summary 6/10/02

Meeting Opened:  8:30

Meeting Closed:  9:40

Present:         Vicki Roth, Steve Manly, Jack Kampmeier, Terry Platt,

Rick Iuli, Janet Fogg

Room Changes & Blackboards:

--  Those who were present at the meeting received a copy of the Letter

that has been written to be presented to Ovide, along with the photographs

of each room.  The letter states each room which the Task Force felt need

improvements and how to improve them, for Fall semester 2002 workshops. 

Also, the letter states the preference of white marker boards.

After reading the letter - Task Force comments and suggestions:

- Dimensions of tables for clarification.

- Computer/Technology Equipment, the use of powerpoint and the use of a

board at the same time is very necessary and available in few rooms.

- The Board in LAS 106 - has been replaced.

Interdisciplinary:

-- Interestingly, each departmental workshops are facing different

problems.

- Need to come to a conclusion of how to reach students regarding

globalization ... possibly Science Introductory Course or seminar series.

- Maybe not a separate course.  Students learn more when in context, suggestion of using a grid to list

skills, indicating  what a student should do to get these skills and what courses cover what skills.

- Categorize leaders/students and faculty workshops visions and problems.

· Expand the conceptual boundary that students put around workshops

· Could bring in a guest lecturer to present a certain example or problem, say a bio prof to come in and talk to a physics class about membranes or the biology of a heart contraction, etc.

- Be aware and careful not to get into other disciplinary programs ... a

new angle has been proposed through workshops, don't what the two to get confused.  

- Tony Olek sees the students first before Physics (Junior year)

        *Students need concepts

  *problem solving skills

  *resources

  *estimates

- Biomedical majors  - Professor McGrath expressed what areas most he

would like students to learn in the Physics courses.

- Steve is looking at Prof. McGrath's syllabi to possibly come up with

changes to improve the Physics courses biomed students take.

- Biology - Rick Iuli - Workshop problems - requiring students to pull

together concepts from biology and physics and integrate . 

Diversity training for the fall:

· VR and SM impressed by Kelly Clark at the faculty workshop on diversity last month.

· kelly@kellyclarktraining.com

  *lot of fun

  *lot of connections

  *variety of techniques being used

-Proposal for such an exercise:

   *Setup for the bulk of a day possibly more

   *Centered around problems that occur in most classes

   *To open up issues that exist in the science courses, allowing the

workshop as the vehicle to do this.

    *Consciously, the leader pays attention to instilling the ability to

work in groups.

    * Has the ability to include faculty in addition to the workshop

leaders.

- Faculty and workshop leadership built around the proposal, hopefully

will then trickle down to the student body.

- Specific models of leadership to influence the workshops

- Such an exercise would need joint contributions/funding.

   *Where

   *Meals and snacks

   *Materials

- Hewelett and funding from Priscilla Auchincloss

Suggestions:

- Bottom of the chapel

- Look into costs

- Make a pitch to each Department

Social Diversity Meeting/exercise would be best setup on a Saturday,

around 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, early part of fall around end of September,

with refreshments provided.

SM and VR agreed to write proposal.  It should be done ASAP.  Bad timing for both.

Preparations Fall 2002 Workshops:

Should we be doing joint orientation session?  Done in the past.  Organic has a large group.  Physics can't do anything early  due to not knowing TA's until last minute.

- Currently, Organic Chemistry has a large group.

Preparing for Spring 2003 Workshops:

- Reserving of Workshop rooms for Spring 2003 are due August 16.

- Talk (Steve) with Nancy Speck to get room availability.

- Schedule a task force meeting in July for this scheduling.  Survey of people in the room landed on July 26 as best date for initial scheduling meeting.

  

