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THE CHURCIH YEAR.

NEW AND IMPROVED

‘Where I'm At Sunday’

Dy Lillian Danicl

REASURING THIE freedom
that allows us to honor our
mique traditions and keep
up with the tines, we pro-

pose these special Sundays in the

church vear and offer accompanving

]mnmul FOSONTCCS:

Where I'm At Sunday, May 8
(f(n‘lnorl}' Confirmation Slm(];l}')

The vouth of the elreh will reflect
upon the hypocrisy ol organized reli-
gion. Thev will show no interest in the
Christian aith. but thev will be invited
to share their feelings and subse quent-
IV be received into fll membership.

Denominational Apology Sun-
day, May 15 (formerly Pentecost)

Time will be reserved for the de-
nomination to ;11)()[();{1'[(* for one or
more of the following: @ historical
wrongs: b hurt feelings: ¢) stands
taken which may turn ont to be wrong:
d) stands now believed to be w rong
which mav turn ont to be ngllt.

Bad Preaching Sunday, Junce 5

Pastors will swap  pulpits and
pre ach extremely poor sermons at one
another’s churches. thus increasing
cach congregation’s esteem for its own
pastor. (Note: The official name of this
Sundayv is not to be shared with the
congredations. )

Festival of the Christian Garage,
June 19 (formerly Fathers Day)
An op l)mtumt\ to de u)mtc the
sanctuary
such as heer cans and copies of TV
Guide. The preacher may open wor-
ship with words such as “Can vou kee p
it down? I'm trving to watch the game

creatively with svmbols

i

in here™ and then proceed to ignore
the congregation tor the nest hour.
L ]
Lillian Daniel is senior minister at First
Congregational Clueli. United Clureh
of Christ.in Glen Ellyn. Hlinois.

Large Church Pastor Sunday,
August 7

On this day the denomination pravs
lor the speci Al needs of I wge chureh-
es. which must reerit top-light asso-
ciates and well-paid staff. manage
large endowments and feel under-
ill)l)l‘(‘(‘i&lt(‘d and misunderstood l)_\'
pastors of smaller churches.

Small Church
September 18

The beanties of small ¢church min-
istrv will he celebrated. followed by an
all-church pot-luck dinner.
whose last name starts with A-G
should bring cupcakes: H-M. green
bean casserole: N-P. baked beans: O-
Z. ham with pincapple. Recipes will
be posted. Please call the chureh of-
fice if vou have allergies or questions.

Pastor Sunday,

Those

Human Sexuality Sunday, Date,
subject and content, TBA

Cute Things Kids Say About
God Sunday, January 30; FCbl‘lldl’\'
13, 20; March 27 (formerly Easter:
May 22 (formerly Trinity Sundav:
June 19; September 4,
11, 18; October 2; De-
cember 18 and De-
cember 24 (formerly
Christmas Eve.)

On these popular Sun-
davs, pastors should quote
heavily from stories mak-
ing the rounds on the In-
ternet, which the congre-
gation will enjov hearing
again. Stories need not
lave a pointas long as they
are cute. Don't overlook
stories about vour own
children. which are a
source of delight to others,

Now we s

make it clear that life-changing mis-
sionwork takes place overseas, where
the people are really gratefnl. Chureh
members who have taken mission
trips abroad will wear ponchos and
speak on how they received even
more than they gave. Yonth will feel a
call to ministrv. which should dissi-
pate by the fourth hvinn. Local
povertyavithin (III\III‘T(lI\i ance ol the
churel, drmg-re Jated  crime and
union organizing drives are not to be

mentioned.

Buddy, Sunday,

Jesus, My \ !
(formerly Christ the

November 20
King Sumday)

bmages will he chosen to ¢ mpha-
size the ordinariness of Jesus and to
boost members” self -estecm. Asa pis-
toral service. members will be given
the opportunity to ipack their lin-
cering feelings of inadequacy result-
ing from previous presentations of a
transcendent ruler God. This serviee
should offer the comforting message
that God is reallv no better than we
arc,

Hymnal Desensitization Sun-
day, November 27
Sunday of Advent)

Congregations that have recently

(formerly First

prrchased new denominational T
nals will sing from the old hyvnmal
while receiving painful electrie shocks.
[F militaristic hvinns are included.
wattage should be inereased. =

ee ... darkly

Sometimes. at end of dav. but not of care.
Mozart or Beethoven onr aural food.

Her hand reaches into empty air.

A tactile search for something understood:
This is a nurse’s hand. a hand that heals.
And vet. the r(';l('hing JIVes 1o hint of sensce.
No hint revealing what it is she fecls,

But still. incarmate eloguence.

Perhaps it is within these vacancies

That meaning lics. Or in the mystery
Surrounding us in health, and in discasc.
Perhaps Alzheimers gives epiphany.

She reaches her hand into the empty air:

Not in My Backyard
Sunday, November 13
Bulletin inserts will

I

Who dares to sav that there was nothing there?

G. Wayne Glick
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