Being rich ( ? ( spiritual wellbeing
1. All of us in this room are rich relative to a) the rest of the world’s population today, and b) humanity throughout the ages. These are facts. But, we often don’t feel rich. On the contrary, we often feel the stress of making ends meet. Why? What can we do about this?

2. What are the benefits of being rich for our spiritual life?
3. Of course, being rich also carries dangers for our spiritual life (e.g., “the camel through the eye of the needle”). What are these dangers? 
4. Can success at work, social relationships, etc., carry some of the same dangers as material wealth? How are the dangers similar? How are they different?

5. It is likely that we all know rich Christians who give a lot of their money away and seem extremely generous. Discuss in the context of a) Jesus’ camel through the needle statement, b) the widow’s mite. Can giving be generous if it comes entirely from our excess – must giving be sacrificial in some way to be generous?
6. Is there a structural component to the dangers of riches? Is it harder for a country to be rich/powerful and godly simultaneously? Can parallels be drawn between individual psychological processes and country-level processes with regard to the influence of wealth/power on spiritual wellbing?
Provocative quote of the week: “It goes too far to say that one cannot be rich and be a disciple of Jesus, but what never appears in the Gospels are well-to-do followers of Jesus who are not simultaneously generous in almsgiving and in divesting themselves of surplus wealth for the sake of those in need. ‘This free attitude to possessions may be expressed in a disposal of private property, though this is not mandatory. It will certainly find expression in an almost reckless generosity, motivated not be a dour sense of obligation but by a warm and unselfish compassion’ (France, 1979: 18). There is room for periodic celebration of God’s good material gifts, even at times to a lavish extent. But these celebrations will be the exception, not the norm. Blomberg, 1999, Neither Poverty Nor Riches, p. 145). France quote is f France quote is from Evangelical Quarterly.

Being rich ( ? ( spiritual wellbeing

1. All of us in this room are rich relative to a) the rest of the world’s population today, and b) humanity throughout the ages. These are facts. But, we often don’t feel rich. On the contrary, we often feel the stress of making ends meet. Why? What can we do about this?

*Richness is relative, and we use the standard of those salient around us to drive our judgments and feelings.

*Our culture establishes norms for what is essential to have and what is extravagant or unnecessary. 

*It is easy to think of persons just a little wealthier than us as REALLY rich. We tend not to categorize ourselves as rich.

Solution: a) simplify and become countercultural by living below our means, b) continually remind ourselves of the material-driven context we live in and the fact that we are rich relative to most others who have ever lived.

2. What are the benefits of being rich for our spiritual life?

*We have enough food to develop health brains to think clearly and make rationale decisions about what is good for our spiritual health – planning time to read the Bible, pray, worship.

*We have enough not have to be preoccupied with food and shelter.

*We have money for education that allows us to learn and understand more and more about our faith.

*We have leisure time to read the Bible, pray, worship.

3. Of course, being rich also carries dangers for our spiritual life (e.g., “the camel through the eye of the needle”). What are these dangers? 

*We depend on ourselves and our own devices rather than looking to God for sustenance. 

*We have the means and abilities to acquire things on our own and live in a controlled way that gets us what we want. We can begin to crowd God out – rely entirely on common sense versus God’s guidance.

*We can become more and more focused on ourselves and making sure our own or our kid’s multitude of wants and desires are met, because we don’t really know or understand a state of want/need. There is little time to think of the needs of others in this instance.

*Always getting what we want fosters greed for more and being covetous and jealous of what others have that we don’t have.

*It takes time to manage all that we purchase and acquire, and this is time we don’t spend on other, more worthy and perhaps selfless things.

*Managing all we have causes stress and this interferes with our general ability to function well. We become more self-centered – focused on how to manage our stress rather than other-centered.

*With education, learning, and time to contemplate comes the tendency to intellectualize spiritual matters, rather than living them out. We can get caught up in having the right theology versus living the right way. 

*Education helps deepen our faith, but it also can raise many challenges to our faith that makes it difficult to fully commit our lives to the Christian way (hard to have child-like faith). Is it easier to have strong faith with less knowledge? 

4. Can success at work, social relationships, etc., carry some of the same dangers as material wealth? How are the dangers similar? How are they different?

*Similar: Success can lead to self-reliance much like wealth. This can a) crowd out a need for God, b) lead to self-centered ambitious striving.

*Different: 

5. It is likely that we all know rich Christians who give a lot of their money away and seem extremely generous. Discuss in the context of a) Jesus’ camel through the needle statement, b) the widow’s mite. Can giving be generous if it comes entirely from our excess – must giving be sacrificial in some way to be generous?

*It is hard, not impossible – some may make it. WE may make it.

*It does seem as though sacrifice is a key to truly generous giving. If so, who is generous?
6. Is there a structural component to the dangers of riches? Is it harder for a country to be rich/powerful and godly simultaneously? Can parallels be drawn between individual psychological processes and country-level processes with regard to the influence of wealth/power on spiritual wellbing?

*Yes. Much like individuals can become self-reliant and self-centered as a function of having wealth/power, the same can be seen for country level self-reliance and self-centeredness. Perhaps it is easier --  less threatening -- to see corrupting influence of riches/power at country level. 

Provocative quote of the week: “It goes too far to say that one cannot be rich and be a disciple of Jesus, but what never appears in the Gospels are well-to-do followers of Jesus who are not simultaneously generous in almsgiving and in divesting themselves of surplus wealth for the sake of those in need. ‘This free attitude to possessions may be expressed in a disposal of private property, though this is not mandatory. It will certainly find expression in an almost reckless generosity, motivated not be a dour sense of obligation but by a warm and unselfish compassion’ (France, 1979: 18). There is room for periodic celebration of God’s good material gifts, even at times to a lavish extent. But these celebrations will be the exception, not the norm. Blomberg, 1999, Neither Poverty Nor Riches, p. 145). France quote is f France quote is from Evangelical Quarterly. 
