THE SPIRIT AND THE TRINITY

CHAPTER 4
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this in explicitly trinitarian language. Paul’s formulations, which
include the work of the Spirit, form part of that basis.
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that formulate salvation in less explicit, but fully presupposition-
ally trinitarian terms. This is especially true of passages such as
Romans 5:1-8; 2 Corinthians 3:1-4:6; Galatians 4:4-6; or Ephe-
sians 1:3-14 (cf. Titus 3:4-7).

As an example, we may take Romans 5:1-8. As everywhere, the
Spirit plays a vital role in Paul’s and his churches’ experience of

God’s saving grace. For Paul the “love of God” was no mere
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the believer. This is what the Spirit has so richly “shed abroad in
our hearts.”

If we are not thus overtaken by God himself at this crucial
point, then all else is lost, and we are without peace, groveling
before God, living with little real hope, and experiencing present
sufferings as a cause for complaint and despair rather than for
“boasting.” What rectifies all of this for us is not simply the fact
of God’s love—although in some ways that would surely -be
enough—but that God’s love has been effectively realized ‘in
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righteous behavior in the believer’s life (“walking” = living
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— Ephesians 2:20-22, where Christ is the “cornerstone” for
the new temple, the place of God’s dwelling by his Spirit.

— Philippians 3:3, where believers serve (“God” is implied) by
the Spirit of God and thus boast in the effective work of

Christ Jesus.

The point of all this is that salvation in Christ is not simply a
theological truth, predicated on God’s prior action and the histori-
cal work of Christ. Salvation is an experienced reality, made so by
the person of the Spirit coming into our lives. One simply cannot
be a Christian in any Pauline sense without the effective work of
the Trinity. We will pursue this truth in greater detail in chapter
below. For now we offer a few concluding words about the Trinity
and its further implications for our present life in Christ.

CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

The upshot of all this is twofold. First, to return to the preced
ing chapter for a moment, Paul would not recognize the lan
guage or the theological assertions of those who consider him
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